
in the economic interest of the Market Party or its Affiliates in the absence of 

market power.  The categories of conduct that are inconsistent with competitive 

conduct include, but may not be limited to, the three categories of conduct 

specified in Section 23.2.4 below. 

23.2.4 Categories of Conduct that May Warrant Mitigation 

23.2.4.1 The following categories of conduct, whether by a single firm or by 

multiple firms acting in concert, may cause a material effect on prices or 

guarantee payments in an ISO Administered Market if exercised from a position 

of market power.  Accordingly, the ISO shall monitor the ISO Administered 

Markets for the following categories of conduct, and shall impose appropriate 

Mitigation Measures if such conduct is detected and the other applicable 

conditions for the imposition of Mitigation Measures are met: 

23.2.4.1.1 Physical withholding of an Electric Facility, that is, not offering to sell or 

schedule the output of or services provided by an Electric Facility capable of 

serving an ISO Administered Market.  Such withholding may include, but not be 

limited to, (i) falsely declaring that an Electric Facility has been forced out of 

service or otherwise become unavailable, (ii) refusing to offer Bids or schedules 

for an Electric Facility when such conduct would not be in the economic interest 

of the Market Party or its Affiliates in the absence of market power (includes 

refusing to offer Bids or schedules to withdraw Energy for a Generator that must 

withdraw Energy in order to be able to later inject Energy); (iii); making an 

unjustifiable change to one or more operating parameters of a Generator that 

reduces its ability to provide Energy or Ancillary Services or (iv) operating a 



Generator in real-time  at a lower output level than the Generator would have 

been expected to produce had the Generator followed the ISO’s dispatch 

instructions, in a manner that is not attributable to the Generator’s verifiable 

physical operating capabilities and that would not be in the economic interest of 

the Market Party or its Affiliates in the absence of market power.  

 For purposes of this Section and Section 23.4.3.2, the term “unjustifiable change” 

shall mean a change in an Electric Facility’s operating parameters that is: (a) not 

attributable to the Electric Facility’s verifiable physical operating capabilities, and 

(b) is not a rational competitive response to economic factors other than market 

power. 

23.2.4.1.2 Economic withholding of an Electric Facility, that is, submitting Bids for 

an Electric Facility that are unjustifiably high so that (i) the Electric Facility is not 

or will not be dispatched or scheduled, or (ii) the Bids will set a market clearing 

price; or submitting Bids for a Withdrawal-Eligible Generator to withdraw Energy 

that are unjustifiably high, so that (i) the Electric Facility is or will be dispatched 

or scheduled to withdraw Energy, or (ii) the Bids will set a market clearing price. 

23.2.4.1.3 Uneconomic production from an Electric Facility, that is, increasing the 

output of an Electric Facility to levels that would otherwise be uneconomic in 

order to cause, and obtain benefits from, a transmission constraintnot be in the 

economic interest of the Market Party or its Affiliates in the absence of market 

power.  Uneconomic withdrawal by an Electric Facility is withdrawing Energy 

that would not be in the economic interest of the Market Party or its Affiliates in 

the absence of market power. 



 

23.2.4.2 Mitigation Measures may also be imposed, subject to FERC’s approval, to 

mitigate the market effects of a rule, standard, procedure or design feature of an 

ISO Administered Market that allows a Market Party or its Affiliate to manipulate 

market prices or otherwise impair the efficient operation of that market, pending 

the revision of such rule, standard, procedure or design feature to preclude such 

manipulation of prices or impairment of efficiency. 

23.2.4.3 Taking advantage of opportunities to sell at a higher price or buy at a 

lower price in a market other than an ISO Administered Market shall not be 

deemed a form of withholding or otherwise inconsistent with competitive 

conduct. 

23.2.4.4 The ISO and the Market Monitoring Unit shall monitor the ISO 

Administered Markets for other categories of conduct, whether by a single firm or 

by multiple firms acting in concert, that have material effects on prices or 

guarantee payments in an ISO Administered Market.  The ISO shall: (i) seek to 

amend the foregoing list as may be appropriate, in accordance with the procedures 

and requirements for amending the Plan, to include any such conduct that would 

substantially distort or impair the competitiveness of any of the ISO Administered 

Markets; and (ii) seek such other authorization to mitigate the effects of such 

conduct from the FERC as may be appropriate.  The responsibilities of the Market 

Monitoring Unit that are addressed in this section of the Mitigation Measures are 

also addressed in Section 30.4.6.2.2 of Attachment O. 

 
 


